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FOREWORD 

The  present  monograph  is  the  third  in  the  author’s  series  of  six  intended 
to  cover  the  entire  field  of  United  States  regular  and  semi^regular  issues.  The 
first  two  covered  Proofs  and  1792  Patterns;  this  one  is  devoted  to  the  various 
copper,  bronze  and  nickel  issues:  the  last  three  will  respectively  cover  Phila' 
delphia  Mint  silver  and  gold  and  branch  mint  issues.  Here  are  brought  together 
all  the  data  unearthed  at  the  National  Archives  having  to  do  with  the  number 
of  coins  actually  struck  of  a given  denomination,  date  and  type,  together  with 
the  historical  background  of  the  earlier  issues  and  the  fruit  of  certain  analytical 
methods  developed  specifically  for  this  project.  The  figures  presented  in  the 
tables  may  be  henceforth  regarded  as  authoritative  answers  to  the  perpetual 
question  of  how  many  were  coined  bearing  a given  date.  A new  departure  in 
the  tabulation  of  Philadelphia  coins  is  the  breakdown  of  the  Director’s  Report 
figures  into  proof  and  non-proof  specimens,  these  being  listed  side  by  side.  The 
corrected  figures  may  have  considerable  influence  upon  comparative  prices  of 
proofs  and  uncirculated  coins,  particularly  in  the  nickel  three  cent  series,  some 
of  which  have  been  unknown  to  exist  in  other  than  proof  condition.  Where 
possible,  segregation  of  types  within  a given  year  has  also  been  accomplished. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  MINOR  COINAGES  1793-1916 

BASED  ON  RESEARCH  IN  THE  NATIONAL  ARCHIVES 


INTRODUCTION 

In  this  and  the  three  monographs  to  follow  we  continue,  revise  and  complete  the 
project  which  began  with  the  ly*)!  Coiii  Collector's  Journal  and  the  recent  publications 
on  Proofs  and  1792  Patterns.  The  major  results  of  this  research  appear  in  the  twenty'odd 
tables,  which  supplant  the  erroneous  and  incomplete  ones  furnished  by  various  Mint  Di' 
rectors  since  1850.  The  number  here  given  as  the  quantity  coined  for  a given  year  will 
unless  otherwise  noted  designate  the  number  struck  actually  bearing  that  date,  whether  all 
coined  in  that  year  or  not.  A typical  example  of  the  latter  is  the  1845^0  quarter  eagle. 
Director's  Report  says  none  struck.  Documentary  evidence  in  the  Archives  cays  that 
quarter^eagle  dies  for  1846  did  not  arrive  at  New  Orleans  until  Jan.  24,  1846,  but  that 
4000  quarter'eagles  had  been  coined  on  the  preceding  January  22.  These  must  have  been 
dated  1845,  and  are  therefore  so  listed  in  the  tables. 

Italicized  figures  in  the  tables  are  reconstructions,  based  on  ( 1 ) letters  from  the 
Mint  Director  to  the  Treasury  Dept,  announcing  type  changes,  etc.;  (2)  hiatuses,  es' 

pecially  1 793-98,  occasioned  by  Coiner's  Department  personnel  (see  A.J.N..  July  1892. 
pp.  11  tf)  having  to  interrupt  work  to  prepare  new  dies;  (3)  known  times  of  manufacture, 
shipment  and  arrival  of  new  dies  for  the  branch  mints.  Where  such  results  are  absolutely 
certain,  no  italics  are  used.  Italics  indicate  highly  probable  but  unconfirmed  figures.  W’here 
documentary  evidence  is  fragmentary  or  wholly  lacking,  other  methods  of  analysis  have 
been  devised  to  produce  reconstructed  figures,  particularly  for  cents  and  half-cents.  The 
basic  assumptions  of  the  principal  such  technique:  (1)  Extant  examples,  with  a few  obvious 
exceptions  such  as  hoards,  form  a random  sample  of  the  original  mintage — destructive 
forces  have  not  specially  singled  out  certain  varieties;  (2)  Rarity  figures  assigned  on 

Sheldon's  scale  are  quantitatively  approximately  correct.  Given  these  assumptions,  one 
can  determine  in  many  instances  the  approximate  number  of  coins  still  extant  of  a variety 
or  date.  From  the  first  assumption  it  can  he  deduced  that  (except  for  hoards)  the  number 
extant  of  a variety  in  a given  date  is  generally  an  almost  constant  percentage  of  the  nuiii' 

her  originally  struck,  the  precise  ratio  varying  with  the  date.  Knowing  either  figure  and 

the  ratio,  one  can  approximate  the  other.  How  these  generalizations  are  applied  will  be  seen 
later  on. 


HALF  CENTS 

This  denomination  has  always  been  a poor  relative  of  the  large  cent,  a sort  of 
Cinderella  coin,  unduly  neglected  even  from  the  Mint's  infancy.  W'e  know,  for  instance, 
that  the  planchets  used  for  half-cents  1794-1802  or  later  were  generally  cut  down  from 
spoiled  or  misstruck  cents,  or  else  rolled  from  imperfect  cent  planchets,  or  from  clippings 
(very  brittle,  accounting  for  frequent  planchet  cracks  on  half-cents);  and  usually  when 
the  Mint  had  both  bright  red  and  black  copper  (i.e.  latter  discolored  by  salt  or  bilgewater 
in  the  ship  from  England),  the  black  was  rolled  down  for  half-cents.  Hence  the  rarity  of 
red  MS-70  coins,  1794-1802.  Moreover,  this  denomination  was  never  in  demand  by 
customers  for  copper  coins.  Banks  and  merchants  generally  refused  them  altogether  or 
would  accept  them  only  in  very  small  quantities,  overwhelmingly  preferring  cents.  The  total 
number  of  half-cents  coined  exclusive  of  proofs  was  7,985,223,  not  counting  the  1857's 
that  were  melted  when  the  denomination  was  abolished.  The  total  number  of  non-proof 
large  cents  minted  was  155,296,734 — some  nineteen  times  as  many. 
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The  same  ne{j;lect  t)t  the  halt'cent  is  evident  even  in  the  manner  in  which  Mint 
bookkeeping  was  done.  In  1793,  e.g.,  the  Treasurer  receipted  for  two  deliveries  of  halt' 
cents,  70t)0  (all  Gilbert  4’s?)  on  July  20,  and  24,934  on  July  26.  Now  on  Sept.  18  the 
Comer  delivered  “$127. ‘16”  to  the  Treasurer.  The  only  way  to  find  out  it  this  sum  con' 
tained  any  halt'Cents  is  to  consider  the  Director’s  figures  (dating  back  to  Dec.  3,  179‘>) 
of  $10,660.33  or  1,066,033  cents,  and  $712.67  or  142, “>34  halt'cents,  tor  t793'4'5.  W’e 
know  independently  that  in  1794  were  struck  918,^21  cents  and  81,600  halt'cents;  and 
that  before  the  Director's  Report  was  made  up  in  December  1795  there  w'ere  struck 
37,000  cents  and  25,600  half'Cents.  Subtracting  the  1794'5  figures  from  the  Director's 
totals,  we  get  110,5  12  cents  ($1105.12)  and  3 5,334  halt'cents  tor  1793.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  we  assume  the  $127.56  above  to  have  been  all  cents,  and  total  the  other  cent 
and  half'cent  deliveries  tor  the  year,  we  get  112,212  cents  ($1122.12)  and  3 1,934  half' 
cents  (Snowden’s  figures).  The  difference  ot  $17.00  evidently  represents  3400  half'Cents 
in  the  Sept.  18  delivery,  and  it  must  have  been  so  counted  in  1795  m the  Director's  totals. 
W’e  therefore  arrive  independently  at  the  figures  given  by  Stew'art  (FIRST  U.S.  MINT: 
ITS  PEOPLE  AND  OPERATIONS),  who  had  documentary  evidence  not  available  in 
the  Archives.  The  above  procedure  is  quoted  at  length  siniply  to  show  the  method  used. 

Robert  Scot  was  appointed  Engraver  Nov.  23,  1793,  two  months  after  the  final 
delivery  ot  the  year.  He  therefore  was  probably  not  the  artist  responsible  for  either  the 

1793  half'Cents  or  Liberty  Cap  cents,  despite  Crosby.  The  halt'Cent  head  closely  resembles 
that  on  the  1792  Disme  ascribed  to  Robert  Birch;  the  wreaths  look  like  those  that  Joseph 
W'right  put  on  the  Class  II  cents  of  1793,  and  are  wholly  unlike  Scot’s  work.  Foster 
Lardner  claimed  years  ago  that  the  quite  similar  1793  Liberty  Cap  cent  hub  (seen  also  on 

1794  S' 17  to  20)  originated  in  France,  probably  with  J.  P.  Droz,  possibly  “as  retribution 

tor  the  wretched  quality  of  the  first  dies  he  sent  us”  (Sheldon,  Early  American  Cents,  p. 
79),  which  suggests  a similar  origin  for  the  half'cent  obverses.  Alternatively,  Adam 
Eckfeldt  claimed  to  have  “made”  the  dies  tor  at  least  one  variety  of  1793  half'cents. 
(E.  H.  Adams,  Feb.  1911  Numismatist,  p.  73.)  WT  know  he  forged,  turned  and  hardened 
hubs  and  dies.  Whether  he  also  engraved  them  is  questionable.  That  he  was  in  the 

Engraver's  Dept.  1792'95  is  proved  by  his  sworn  testimony  of  Nov.  4,  1803  in  the 

examination  ot  Mint  personnel  about  charges  brought  by  one  George  Breining  against 
the  Chief  Coiner.  Lot  2021  ot  W'oodward's  sale  of  the  Colburn  Collection,  Oct.  20'24, 
1863,  was  a 1793  half'cent  which  Eckfeldt  had  presented  to  someone  around  1804  as  a 
“sample  ot  his  work.”  W’e  therefore  have  these  putative  engravers  for  the  1793  half'Cent 
dies:  Robert  Birch,  J.  P.  Droz,  Joseph  Wright,  Adam  Eckfeldt,  Robert  Scot.  Most  likely 
more  than  one  artist  worked  on  them.  My  own  guess  is  that  Birch  executed  the  obverses, 
and  Joseph  W’right  the  reverses;  and  that  Droz  probably  shipped  the  Liberty  Cap  cent 
hub  from  Pans  or  Birmingham  to  the  Mint.  Scot's  use  of  this  hub  is  seen  in  thjg  inferior 
work  shown  on  the  first  tour  varieties  of  1794  with  their  reverses. 

1794.  Five  obverse  dies  of  three  types  (gynandroid  head  with  pointed  9;  normal 

head;  high  relief  head)  and  five  reverses  of  two  types  (heavy  wreath  like  1793,  and 

slender  'cent  type'  wreath)  were  muled  in  nine  combinations  to  strike  81,600  pieces,  the 
dies  being  Scot's  work.  The  three  deliveries  (2/22,  10000;  6/28  48000;  9/30,  23600) 
proved  that  the  quantity  reported  was  that  made  in  the  calendar  year,  not  the  government 
fiscal  year  of  July  1 to  June  30.  The  statement  has  been  many  times  erroneously  repeated 
that  the  latter  was  the  Mint's  fiscal  year  from  the  beginning.  This  did  not  become  true 
until  1857.  From  1792  to  1856  the  Mint's  fiscal  year  was  the  calendar  year.  Congress 
directed,  2/21/57,  that  the  Director's  Report  for  1857  should  cover  only  the  first  six 
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months,  and  that  thereafter  the  Mint’s  fiscal  year  should  begin  July  1;  hut  before  1857 
the  fiscal  year  was  never  among  the  reasons  for  confusion  in  the  Mint  records. 

Late  in  November  1794  the  Mint  hired  one  John  Smith  Gardner  as  Assistant  Ln- 
graver  at  $1.60  per  day  (later  raised  to  $?)•  He  appears  to  have  worked  mainly  on  cent 
and  half'cent  dies,  and  his  hand  (which  differs  markedly  from  Scots)  is  visible  in  the 
“Head  of  1795”  cents  of  1794^5,  and  on  the  half'Cent  dies  of  1795.  The  half'Cent  hubs 
continued  in  use  through  1797,  though  Gardner  (whom  Edmund  Randolph  called  very 
ingenious  and  well-behaved”)  left  the  Mint  at  the  beginning  of  1796,  among  other  reasons 
for  too  low  salary.  Pay  records  show  that  he  received  $716.42  for  his  entire  13|/2  months 
of  Mint  work.  He  probably  was  also  responsible  for  the  rare  “small  head  ” half-dollar 
dies  of  1795--  Beistle  15,  17,  19. 

The  Mint  also  occasionally  employed  temporary  assistants  in  the  engraving  department, 
at  $1  to  $2  per  day;  one  of  the  earliest  was  a Frederick  Riche,  who  on  June  17,  1794 
was  paid  $18  for  eighteen  days’  work  sinking  dies.  One  wonders  if  he  was  responsible 
for  the  amateurish  cent  reverses  X,  Y and  Z,  and  obverse  31,  of  1794 — Office  Boy  re- 
verses, Drunken  Diecutter’s  obverse.  These  can  hardly  be  attributed  to  Scot  when  one 
looks  at  the  latter’s  more  typical  products:  1794  dollar  and  half-dollars;  1794  cents  S-24 
to  28,  etc.;  1795  half-eagles. 

1795.  Between  Oct.  8 and  Dec.  1 the  Coiner’s  Department  executed  37000  cents 
and  25600  half-cents,  these  comprising  the  entire  lettered-edge  coinage  for  the  year.  The 
Director  immediately  stopped  coinage,  anticipating  a Presidential  order  (authorized  the 
previous  March  3 ) which  would  reduce  copper  coin  weight;  and  on  Dec.  3 issued  his 
annual  report  to  the  President,  asking  that  cents  be  reduced  to  7 dwt.  (168  grains)  and 
half-cents  to  84  grains..  It  seems  that  cent  coinage  at  the  old  standard  (208  gr.)  involved  a 
loss  to  the  U.S.  of  about  22G  ; and  that  at  the  suggested  standard  it  would  involve  only 
5]/2'/r  loss.  (As  a matter  of  fact,  copper  prices  shortly  went  down,  and  thin-flan  cents 
thereafter  yielded  a profit.)  On  Dec.  27,  1795  Washington  ordered  that  the  requested 
reduction  take  place.  Cent  coinage  immediately  resumed  from  the  3-C  (S-76)  dies  which 
had  remained  in  the  press  awaiting  this  message,  and  45000  were  struck  Dec.  28-31  and 
delivered  Jan.  1,  1796.  State  Dept.  Archives’  Misc.  Correspondence  file  provides  this  un- 
signed draft  hy  Elias  Boudinot,  who  had  by  then  succeeded  DeSaussure  as  Mint  Director. 

Feb.  25,  1796. 

Mr.  Boudinot  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  Presidents 
Assent  to  the  reduction  of  Cents  to  7 Dwt.  was  by  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  v,^hich  the  Clerk  has  mislaid,  so  that  he  cannot  lay  his  hands  on  it  im- 
mediately. The  Coinage  of  Cents  at  7 Dwt.  began  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
which  [was]  the  same  or  the  next  day  of  the  reciept  of  the  Secretary’s  letter. 

Spelling  and  punctuation  arc  as  in  the  original;  the  bracketed  word  was  there  omitted 
through  error.  I have  been  unable  to  locate  either  the  letter  referred  to  or  the  original 
Presidential  proclamation  of  Feb.  26,  1796  (retroactive  to  12/27/95  ),  whose  preparation 
evidently  occasioned  this  correspondence,  although  it  is  quoted  in  Clapp-Ncwcomb. 

After  the  Presidential  order  reducing  their  weight,  no  half-cents  were  coined  until 
March  1796,  when  Asst.  Coiner  Eckfeldt  delivered  l()9,n()()  of  them.  These,  then,  arc 
the  plain  edged  1795  coins.  Those  dated  1796  were  struck  later;  5090  (May  12-Junc  8) 
with  pole,  1390  (Oct.  24)  without  pole.  At  least  one  of  thc.'^c  5090,  and  one  of  the 
common  G-5'5  of  1795,  and  possibly  18  of  the  raicr  C-6’s  of  1795,  arc  known  on  crude 
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thick  plain'odgcd  planchets  weighing  105  to  123  grains.  A possible  explanation  is  that 
on  p.  1 of  the  CENT  BOOK  1796' 1803,  in  the  Chief  Coiner's  painstaking  script:  “Cents 
Spoiled  G?  Clipt  returned  H./?’  1 o:i  15  dwt  most  of  these  wair  made  ' 2 Oent> 

which  accounts  lor  some  1177  specimens. 

No  mention  of  1797  lettered'cdge  coins  is  in  Mint  records,  hut  they  were  evidently 
among  those  made  in  February  1797.  Many  of  them,  and  some  of  other  varieties,  come  on 
planchets  cut  down  from  misstruck  cents,  sometimes  showing  dates.  Extreme  variation  in 
thickness  (73  to  97  grains)  occurs,  the  heaviest  ones  being  as  thick  as  cents  or  as  the 
thick  1795'6  coins  just  mentioned,  but  the  diameters  are  the  smallest  since  1793.  Many 
others  show  similar  properties  of  texture,  color,  type  of  patination,  etc.,  but  are  much 
too  worn  to  show  faint  traces  of  a cent  undertype.  The  CENT  BOOK  says:  “Febry  6th 
1797  the  Above  Spoild  Cents  that  ware  left  of  the  Above  Copper  27#  15  oz  are  now 
Roled  down  for  halt  Cents  and  mixed  with  the  late  Copper."  And  at  the  end  of  February: 
“By  Yi  cents  of  the  last  copper  215#  6 oz.”  (i.e.  coined  then,  credited  to  him  in  account 
with  the  Mint  Treasurer.)  The  215  lb-.  6 oz.  formed  about  16,948  specimens  out  of  the 
first  delivery  of  eight  boxes  (each  of  2160,  total  17,280  coins,  wt.  219  lbs.)  sent  to  the 
Bank  of  the  U.S.,  4/  29/97.  WT  know  that  at  least  2328  (possibly  as  many  as  2606) 
were  the  overstrikes  of  Feb.  6.  It  would  be  consistent  with  the  relative  rarities  of  the 
1793'97  half'cents  to  assume  that  the  first  two  boxes,  totaling  43  20  pieces,  contained  all 
the  Low  Fiead  (lettered,  gripped  and  plain'cdged)  coins,  including  the  overstrikes.  The 
other  12628  comprised  the  first  of  the  1 over  1 variety.  The  edge  lettering  on  1797 
half'cents  is  atypical;  it  begins  large  and  ends  small,  and  there  is  no  leaf  after  DOLLAR, 
unlike  any  previous  edge  inscriptions.  Ebenezer  Mason,  Jr.,  reviewing  the  Mickley  sale  in 
his  journal  for  Jan.  1868  (p.  34)  commented  on  the  anomalous  character  and  weight 
(74  grains)  of  the  1797  lettered'cdged  half'cent,  and  concluded  that  this  variety  was  an 
experimental  coin  released  into  circulation.  This  is  intrinsically  probable  and  will  explain 
the  absence  of  the  coin  from  the  Mint  records.  Cf.  the  1795  rceded'edge  cent,  below. 

The  other  varieties  of  the  1797  half'cent  arc  on  different  fabric  from  the  Low  Head 
coins.  Overstrikes  of  both  varieties  exist,  generally  on  Talbot,  Allum  cf  Lee  tokens  of 
1794'5.  One  is  recorded  as  being  overstruck  on  a Massachusetts  half-cent.  ( 1932  Numis' 
matist,  p.  60.)  Overstrikes  on  early  cents  are  very  rare;  these,  so  far  as  seen,  are  all  early 
or  medial'State  1 over  I'--'.  Those  not  overstruck  are  generally  on  black  or  very  dark 
green  copper,  like  that  used  on  the  1797  cents  Nos.  1 38,  1 39,  140,  and  probably  having 
the  same  source.  In  considering  the  1797's  we  have  to  decide  whether  the  12167  half'cents 
coined  in  1799  were  from  1797  dies,  and  if  so  which  ones.  The  order  of  emission  indicates 

that  they  were  not  Low  Head  coins,  nor  early  state  G'4's  (1  over  1).  This  obverse  die 

cracked  up  and  was  replaced  by  the  G'3  or  Centered  Head  die.  This  one  was  presumably 
still  in  the  press  when  the  Mint  shut  down  during  the  yellow  fever  cpidemit.  In  late 
1797  and  through  1798  no  demand  for  half'cents  ensued,  the  107048  of  1797  having  all 
been  issued  by  May  8.  Presumably  the  1797  G'3  die  was  laid  aside  by  then,  possibly  in 

rusted  condition — it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Mint  workmen  in  preparing  to  flee 

the  epidemic  would  have  had  time  to  grease  up  all  the  old  dies,  particularly  the  seldom 
used  half'cent  dies.  A similae  epidemic  shut  down  the  Mint  in  1798,  and  on  reopening 
that  winter  all  was  again  chaos.  A backlog  of  coinage  orders  resulted  in  the  pressing  into 
service  of  old  broken  and  rusted  dies  of  previous  years — e.g.  1798  cent  S' 178,  which  has 
for  reverse  the  earliest  1796  Liberty  Cap  die.  The  Mint  people  had  little  time  to  spare  in 
engraving  new  dies,  and  snatched  up  whatever  was  at  hand  in  even  briefly  usable  coiu 
dition.  The  half'cents  dated  1797  from  shattered  dies  of  G'4,  struck  evidently  long  after 
all  the  rest  and  on  different  planchets,  now  suggest  themselves  as  the  otherwise  unknown 
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half'ccnts  ot  1799.  They  are  rough  and  uneven,  patinating  to  a dark  gray,  chocolate  or 
caie-audait  tone  wholly  unlike  preceding  i.s'^ues. 

Entry  in  the  CENT  BOOK,  3/24/1800;  “Delivered  to  the  Rowlers  for  making  Yl 
Cents — Spoil'd  Cents  . . . 165  lb.”  This  would  make  some  13,750  half'Cents  of  standard 
w'eight,  less  clippings,  and  probably  did  make  the  5750  coins  issued  April  29,  1800.  The 
often  seen  EE  to  AU  specimens  ol  1800  (from  a hoard  found  some  years  ago)  are 
generally  black  or  dark  gray,  like  the  cents  of  the  year,  and  probably  have  the  above 
origin.  The  entire  1802  coinage,  ot  even  worse  tahric,  came  in  two  deliveries  whose  story 
is  succinctly  told  in  the  CENT  BOOK:  8/2/  1802,  the  Treasurer  sent  the  Coiner  195  lbs. 
spoiled  cents  lor  making  into  half'cents.  8/8/  1802,  the  Coiner  returned  8200  half'Cents 
weighing  96J/2  lbs.  and  clippings  weighing  98J/2  lbs.  8/14/02,  134  lbs.  spoiled  cents; 
9/14/02,  6166  half'Cents  made  from  these,  wt.  63J/2  lbs.,  and  clippings  weighing  lOYl  11^^‘^- 
Their  origin  fully  explains  the  rude  appearance  of  all  1802’s. 

The  other  entries  in  the  table  mostly  speak  for  themselves.  The  1804  plain  4 stenv 
less  variety  is  the  commonest  of  all  half'cents,  the  stemless  1806  coming  a close  second. 
My  reasons  for  saying  that  this  1804  variety  was  largely  struck  in  1805  are  complex  and 
will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming  monograph  on  half'Cents;  they  depend  on  diebreak 
evidence  too  lengthy  to  include  here.  The  large  6 1806  is  common  in  red  unc.  because 
of  a hoard  found  by  Chapman  c.  1906.  The  various  italicized  figures  are  hypothetical  but 
agree  with  the  rarity  of  the  coins,  satisfying  the  criteria  enumerated  at  the  beginning. 

Half'cents  were  sporadically  issued  in  small  lots  until  4/12/1810;  the  next  delivery 
was  of  63,140  coins  on  7/9/1811,  and  the  Director  immediately  stopped  coinage  because 
the  banks  would  accept  no  more  half'cents.  They  had  no  legal  tender  status,  and  de- 
mand  was  nonexistent.  Presumably  the  majority  were  melted  down  to  be  used  (with 
clippings  and  spoiled  cents)  lor  alloying  gold  and  silver;  this  would  explain  the  scarcity 
of  1811  compared  with  the  1825  of  even  smaller  coinage. 

Half'Cent  coinage  was  very  unexpectedly  resumed  in  the  last  quarter  of  1825  owing 
to  application  by  Jonathan  Elliott  G?  Sons,  of  Baltimore.  The  old  ( 1809'11)  hubs  were 
hastily  pressed  into  service,  dies  were  made  and  63,000  coins  struck,  and  the  Mint  had 
a surplus  for  long  altCrw'ards.  The  only  other  application  in  this  period  seems  to  have 
been  that  of  John  Saxton,  Canton,  Ohio,  6/20/  1826,  for  $45  in  cents  and  $5  in  half' 
cents.  Nevertheless,  the  Mint  authorities  must  have  assumed  that  a larger  demand  would 
follow,  for  they  coined  nearly  1 J/4  million  half'cents  between  1826  and  1829. 

A Mint  inventory  ol  1 2/31  / 1829  showed  43  old  casks  of  half'Cents  (total  848,000 
coins)  on  hand,  unopened,  unwanted,  in  the  Coiner’s  vault.  (There  were  still  nine  of 
these  casks  totaling  141,000  pieces  on  hand  June  19,  1833.)  This  surplus  explains  why 
none  were  coined  in  1830,  and  why  only  2 20f)  (G'l,  unc.,  not  proofs)  in  1831.  The 
large  coinages  from  183  2 to  183  5 are  explained  by  an  order  from  one  Washington  Cilley 
of  New  York,  May  11,  1832,  for  400,000  half'cents. 

General  Gorrespondence  File,  R.G.104,  Treasury  Sect.,  Natl.  Archives,  provides  the 
following  under  June  19,  1833;  “Schedule  of  half'cents  coined  in  1832  and  1833  and 
to  be  entered  as  coined  in  the  latter  year,  debited  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  this  19th 
day  of  June  1833  under  WOirrant  No.  133  and  considered  as  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Chief  Coiner.  They  remain  however  in  the  Copper  Coin  Vault  of  the  Chief  Coiner  who 
will  account  for  the  sums  to  the  Treasurer  as  they  are  distributed  G?  credit  will  be  given 
on  such  occasions  in  the  usual  manner  in  regard  to  copper  coins — “ (Follows  itemized  list 
of  seven  casks  of  half'cents  totaling  $770  or  154,000  pieces.).  And  on  Dec.  3 1,  183  5,  before 
the  Director's  Report  was  made  up,  a delivery  of  141,000  half'cents  of  1834  was  finally 
credited  to  the  Coiner;  later  the  same  day,  a similar  delivery  of  398,000  half'cents,  evi' 
dently  of  1 83  5,  was  so  credited  and  appeared  in  the  1836  Director’s  Report  as  being 
coined  in  1836,  all  of  them  being  on  hand  at  an  audit  June  30,  1836,  Coiner’s  Copper 
Account  Book  says  539,000  delivered  12/31/35  to  the  Mint  Treasurer,  which  confirms 
the  above.  Box  41  of  the  above  Generid  Corr.  File  contains  a document  entitled  EX  AMT 
NATION  OF  MONEYS  IN  THE  TREASURER’S  VAULT  OF  THE  U.  S.  MINT, 
June  30,  1848.  One  item  therein  is  quoted;  Half  Cents  in  Vault,  5 kegs,  $410.00.  (i.e. 
82,000  specimens,  more  than  twelve  years  alter  their  issue!)  Evidently  the  Mint  could 
not  get  rid  of  more  than  about  36,000  half'cents  per  year;  and  this  accounts  for  noncoinage 
1836'48  and  low  coinages  ]849'57.  The  1828’s,  1 835’s  and  1854’s  are  now  common  in 
red  but  spotted  Mint  State  because  of  hoards  of  each  date,  the  last  two  being  bags  of 
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1 ()()()  ,>-pccinicnj;  each,  credited  respectively  to  B H.  Caillins,  Elmer  Sears  and  a New 
^ ork.  com  hrm.  Hoards  of  “)()  to  200  specimens  ot  the  other  Late  Dates  are  also  reported, 
hot  the  ct)ins  offered  therefrom  are  mostly  badly  spotted  or  dark.  Really  brilliant  and 
choice  half'Cents  are  very  rarely  found. 

The  history  ot  the  half'cents  ends,  for  present  purposes,  with  J.  R.  Snowden's  meltinj^ 
down  of  most  ot  the  18“)  7 s when  Congress  abolished  the  denomination.  He  admits  to 
this  action  on  p.  115  of  the  Mint  Maniitil,  but  collectors  have  not  yet  taken  the  hint  as 
to  the  rarity  ot  this  date,  probably  because  the  exact  number  melted  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained. 


HALF  CEN  I S.  QUAN H ITES  STRUCK  BY  DATES  ON  COINS. 

TABLE  1. 


Date 

Type,  Variety 

Coined 

1793 

Head  1.  4 var. 

3 5 3 34 

1764 

Head  r.  9 var. 

8 1 600 

1795 

L.E.  2 var. 

25  600 

P.E.  5 var. 

109000 

1796 

Pole. 

5090 

No.  pole. 

J 390 

1797 

Low  head. 

4 320 

Other  vars. 

103728 

1799 

12167 

1800 

211530 

1802/0  2 var.  of  rev. 

14366 

1803 

1 1 berries 

5 900 

Others 

376000 

1804 

Crosslet  4. 

771312 

Plain  4. 

694464 

1805 

4 var. 

120000 

1806 

Small  6.  3 var. 

555000 

Large  6. 

239000 

1807 

38000 

1808 

3 var.,  one  unique. 

400<K)0 

1809 

Classic  Head. 

1 1 54572 

1810 

215000 

181  1 

2 \ar. 

63140 

1812' 

24  None  coined. 

1825 

2 var. 

63000 

1826 

? var. 

234000 

1828 

3 var. 

606000 

1829 

487000 

18M 

High  leaf  r.  S. 

2200 

183  2 

3 var. 

154000 

00 

1 20000 

1834 

141000 

183  5 

2 var. 

398000 

1 836' 

48  Proof  only;  see  text. 

1849 

Sma'l  date.  Proofs 

only. 

Large  date 

39864 

18-^0 

39812 

185  1 

147672 

1 sf  5 a 

Proofs  only. 

1 5 

1 26694 

18  5a 

5 5".  58 

1855 

56500 

18  56 

40.*"- 0 

1857 

Ian.  1'31 

3 5180 

Remarl{s 

104  gr.  standard. 

Dec.  1,  1795. 

March  1796.  84  gr.  standard. 


Three  edge  subwarieties.  See  text. 

Probably  shattered'die  1797  G'4? 

Common  AU  from  hoard. 

RRRR  above  Fine. 

Includes  1804  G'6,  coined  before  1803  G'3. 

Mostly  struck  in  1805. 

Mostly  stemless.  Many  struck  in  1807. 

Ditto;  stems.  Common  MS'65  from  hoard. 
RRRR  Unc. 

Probably  some  dated  1807. 

5 var. 

Possibly  only  10000  dated  1810. 

Mostly  melted?  See  text. 


Common  MS'65  Irom  hoard. 

R'7;  3 known  unc.,  5 or  6 worn. 

Probably  some  dated  1833.  See  texN^ 

Common  MS'65  from  hoard. 

Coronet  Head  1840' 5 7. 

RRRR  with  mint  red. 

RR  in  MS' 70. 

RR  in  MS'70. 

PRRR  in  MS'70. 

Common  MS'60  from  hoard.  RR  in  MS'70. 

Plus  over  50  nickel  strikes. 

Many  melted  at  Mint.  RR  in  MS'70. 
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LARGE  CENIS 

Tradition  gives  the  violent  newspaper  diatribes  on  the  Mint's  “Liberty  in  chains" 
cents  as  reason  for  the  change  to  the  wreath  type  in  1793.  This,  it  true  (and  it  is  a fact 

that  no  further  criticism  on  this  ground  appears  after  March),  means  that  the  36,193 

coined  between  March  1'12,  1793,  were  all  of  the  Chain  cents.  Assuming  that  the 

11,076  of  Sept.  18  were  all  of  the  Liberty  Caps,  we  have  the  63,373  of  April  to  July 

as  all  the  Wreaths.  This  is  consistent  with  all  other  related  facts:  Engraver  Wright’s  death 
late  in  the  summer  from  yellow  fever,  the  known  order  of  emission,  the  relative  rarity, 
the  so'called  3 9^  rule  partly  derived  in  Early  American  Cents  (to  be  further  elaborated  in 
Early  Cents  After  Ten  Tears),  whereby  it  is  shown  that  the  number  now  extant  of  all 
varieties  of  Lettered  Edge  cents  approximates  3%  of  the  number  struck,  etc. 

No  Mint  records  about  the  so-called  strawberry  sprig  I793’s.  I incline  to  agree  with 
Dr.  Hall,  S.  H.  Chapman  and  Dr.  Sheldon  that  they  arc  patterns,  differing  in  device 
from  that  regularly  adopted,  and  (like  the  1792  and  1836  patterns)  later  perforce 
released  into  circulation.  The  reason  why  only  one  7'D  is  known  seems  to  be  that  the 
quickly  discarded  reverse  die  buckled  in  the  center,  preventing  the  legend  from  striking 
up  properly — this  shows  on  all  photographs  of  both  the  unique  specimen  and  Clapp’s 
electrotype.  Probably  only  a few  of  the  7'E’s  were  made,  but  of  this  coin  we  hear  a 
“Lo,  here!"  and,  “Lo,  there!”  from  many  quarters. 

The  famous  Starred  Reverse  1794,  S'48,  which  besides  its  94  tiny  stars  has  far 
smaller  letters  than  the  regular  issue,  was  probably  a similar  experiment  abandoned  by 
the  engraver  and  released  into  circulation  after  the  regular  ugly  serrations  had  been  cut 
around  and  partly  over  the  stars  in  the  die.  As  for  the  reeded-edge  1797,  S'79,  its  ex- 
planation is  almost  certainly  this:  Late  in  December  1797,  when  cent  weight  was  reduced 
to  168  grains,  the  Mint  authorities  had  to  decide  on  some  edge  device  for  the  new  issue. 
In  Dr.  Sheldon's  collection  is  a thin-flan  specimen  with  the  regular  lettered  edge.  Plainly 
this  would  not  work,  because  the  flans  would  be  too  thin  to  show  plainly  both  tops  and 
bottoms  of  letters  (cf.  1797  lettered  edge  half-cents).  After  the  lettered  edge  was  abandoned, 
the  next  logical  experiment  would  be  to  reed  the  edges  of  cent  planchcts.  This  had  been 
tried  in  1792  on  the  silver-center  cents.  It  was  more  likely  here  because  the  Cent  and 
Eagle  of  1797  have  almost  equal  diameters,  and  the  same  curved  strips  could  be  used 
with  the  upsetting  machine  to  impress  edges  of  both  copper  and  gold  planchets.  The 
experiment  was  abandoned  when  (owing  to  an  immediate  fall  in  copper  prices)  the  Mint 
people  realized  that  the  lightweight  cents,  no  longer  containing  a cent's  worth  of  copper, 
no  longer  needed  the  protection  of  an  edge  device.  Naturally  no  mention  of  the  above 
proceedings  would  be  found  in  the  Archives,  as  no  occasion  would  have  arisen  for  writing 
them  down,  let  alone  submitting  them  to  government  authorities. 

Considering  once  again  the  1794  regular  issues,  we  noted  above  that  the  hub  for  the 
“Head  of  1793”  (S-17  to  20)  was  probably  sent  here  by  Droz.  The  dies  are,  however, 
in  all  other  features  typical  Scot  products.  These  cents  probably  comprised  the  first 
delivery  of  the  year,  11,000  coins,  1/13/94.  The  very  last  style,  which  we  ascribed  to 
Gardner  (Obvs.  33?  to  38,  and  39  which  is  from  the  1797  hub;  S-66  to  72),  must  have 
been  struck  in  the  last  quarter  of  1794.  After  Nov.  12  there  is  a month’s  lapse,  during 
which  time  Gardner  entered  the  mint;  then  80,000  cents  in  four  deliveries  Dec.  16-24,  and 
finally  20,021  on  Dec.  30,  these  no  doubt  the  S-72’s.  This  assumption  fits  the  Gardner 
chronology,  the  known  order  of  emission,  and  the  “3%  Rule.”  The  preceding  80,000 
would  then  comprise  some,  possibly  all,  of  the  varieties  S-66  to  71  and  NC'3.  W'e  ascribed 
1794  cent  dies  31,  X,  Y and  Z to  Frederick  Riche,  but  make  no  conjecture  about  how  long 
they  were  actually  in  use. 


7 


Thk  LlNiThi)  Staths  Minor  Coinaces  1793'1^v>16 


In  discussing  the  “Vf  Rule”  wc  made  the  assumption  that  the  ratio  Number  Extant: 
Number  Coined  was  approximately  constant  barring  cither  “finds”  or  destructive  forces 
acting  selectively  on  particular  varieties.  This  holds  true  generally  lor  l7yC4  cents  except 
that  the  W reath  17y3’s  were  hoarded  a little  as  first  year  of  issue.  However,  the  thick 
17yCs,  it  the  rarity  figures  arc  correct  as  they  appear  to  be,  represent  only  a little  over 

(c.  760  extant)  of  the  original  population  of  37,000.  The  explanatum  suggested  in 
Early  Cents  After  Ten  Tears  is  that  many,  perhaps  over  1/3  of  them,  were  melted  by 
Boudinot's  orders  in  December  1795  and  recoined.  He  had  stopped  coinage  Dec.  1,  179*), 
and  petitioned  for  a reduction  in  cent  weight  on  Dec.  3.  There  is  no  record  of  the  diS' 
position  of  the  cents,  which  were  held  in  the  Mint.  It  is  unlikely  that  they  would  all 
have  been  released,  as  they  represented  a sizable  loss.  Rccoinage  would  have  been  feasible, 
as  the  Mint  then  made  its  own  planchets;  and  profitable,  as  every  $10  in  old  lettered 
edge  cents  would  yield  $12.38  in  new  thin  ones.  Moreover,  the  melting  would  have  mostly 
affected  variety  S'76a,  and  this  variety  is  actually  very  rare. 

The  plain-cdgcd  1797  coins  (all  but  the  first  47,000 — Dec.  28'3  1,  1797  ) were 

coined  in  1796.  Hiatus  evidence,  strengthened  by  a claim  in  Mason's  Magazine  for  Dec. 
1867  (supposedly  emanating  from  the  Mint)  that  the  change  to  the  Draped  Bust  type 
occurred  in  July  1796,  makes  the  divi..u'on  into  701,700  plaiii'cdgcd  1797’s,  109,827 
Liberty  Caps  and  363,377  Draped  Busts  the  most  probable  one;  and  it  is  thoroughly 
consistent  with  the  correct  rarity  levels  of  the  respective  types.  It  is  of  course  not  claimed 
that  these  363,377  represented  all  the  Draped  Busts,  since  evidence  (Nichols  bind  and 
diebreak  sequences)  exists  that  many  were  made  in  1797^8.  The  commonest  Nichols  Find 
variety  is  1796  S'119,  struck  between  Dec.  6 and  13,  1797;  and  diebreak  progressions  on 
the  single  reverse  die  (1796  W'  1797  R)  proves  that  1796  Nos.  S' 11 4,  117,  116  fob 
lowed  1797  NC'7.  Other  examples  exist. 

The  Nichols  Hoard  or  Nichols  Find  was  discussed  at  length  in  the  Jan.  197  2 
Numismatist,  but  more  data  on  it  have  since  appeared.  A letter  of  Director  Boudinot 
dated  4th  Dec.  1797  to  the  Minister  in  London  says  in  part;  ”1  have  the  Pleasure  of 
acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  88  cwt  of  copper  Planchets  from  Mr.  Boulton,  by  the 
Adriana,  & 83  Cw'  from  the  GoV  g?  C*'  of  copper  Miners  by  the  Whlliam  Penn,  with 
your  obliging  favour  of  the  7^'  June  by  the  Packet,  advising  of  the  intended  Shipment  for 
Insurance,  which  wc  saved  on  the  last  by  its  arriving  a few  Days  after  your  Letter.-  I 
am  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  Planchetts  from  Mr.  Boulton  being  exactly  the  thing 
which  was  wanted  they  are  well  executed  and  done  in  all  things  like  a workman;  but 
those  from  the  Gov.  6?  C/K  w'ere  nearly  the  same  as  formerly  and  gave  us  the  trouble 
of  cleaning  & milling  them  over  before  they  could  be  struck.  They  were  charged 
at  i-11  per  Ton  higher  than  Mr.  Boulton’s,  and  were  at  least  1-11  per  Ton  worse 
executed.”  Boudinot  went  on  to  ask  that  Boulton  be  induced  to  ship  about  forty 
tons  of  cent  planchets  yearly,  say  half  in  spring  and  half  in  fall.  The  biggest 
single  objection  to  the  Coltman-Gov.  Co.  of  Copper  Miners  was  that  they  were  lens- 
shaped,  being  convex  on  one  side  instead  of  flat,  and  the  convex  side  had  a round  edge — 
accounting  for  the  often  seen  fine  or  even  unc.  1796  Draped  Busts  lacking  any  trace  of 
border  serrations  on  one  side;  see,  c.g..  Revs.  K,  Q and  X,  and  Obvs.  12  and  18  on 
Sheldon's  plates.  These  planchets  were  rough,  coarse  and  discolored,  and  had  to  be 
scoured  and  rcmillcd  at  high  cost  in  time  and  labor  before  they  could  be  stamped.  The 
Boulton  shipment,  being  perfection  itself  for  Boudinot’s  purposes,  went  immediately  to 
the  presses,  and  69,437  cent  planchets  were  stamped  Dec.  6 to  13  (casked  Dec.  13), 
1797.  This  shipment  contained  about  417,042  disks,  weighing  88  Cwt  3 Qr  21  lbs.  or 
9961  lbs  in  all;  total  cost  1-691  8s  8d  or  about  $3367.  The  remainder  of  the  Boulton  ship- 
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ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  COINS  EXECUTED 

BY  THE 

VARIOUS  MINT  ENGRAVERS 

OR 


DESIGNERS 


II-LUSTRATIONS  OF  COINS  EXECUTED  B'i'  THE  VARIOUS 

MINT  ENGRAVERS  OR  DESIGNERS 


1793  Chain  type  cent 
Jean  Pierre  Droz 


1793  Half  cent 

Robert  Birch — obverse 
Joseph  W'rij^ht — reverse 


1 793  Wreath  type  cent 
Joseph  Wright 


1793  Liberty  cap  cent  (12L) 
Joseph  Wright  (Head  by  Droz) 


I 


1794  Cent  (Hl7) 

Robert  Scot 


1794  Cent,  head  of  1793 
Robert  Scot  (Head  by  Droz) 


1794  Cent  rev’erses  (H7,  12) 
Frederick  Riche 


1794  Cent  (H32) 
Frederick  Riche,  after  Scot 


ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  COINS  EXECUTED  BY  THE  VARIOUS 

MINT  ENGRAVERS  OR  DESIGNERS 


1795  Cent,  plain  edge 
John  Smith  Gardner 


1796  Cent,  reverse  of  1797 
Robert  Scot,  alter  Gilbert  Stuart 


1809  Cent 


1811 


Half 


cent 


John  Reich,  after  E.  Lugio  Persico 


John  Reich,  alter  E.  Lugio  Persico 


1834  Cent,  large  date 
Small  stars  and  letters 
Wm.  Kneass 


1839  Cent.  Booby  head 
Christian  Gobrecht 


1839  Cent.  Head  of  1840 

Christian  Gobrecht 
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ment  was  coined  early  ,n  1798,  hclorc  the  Mnn  shut  down  for  the  annual  ycllowdever 
epidemic.  The  rest  of  the  1798  coinage,  much  of  it  dated  1796-7.  together  with  cents 
Struck  in  1799  hearing  various  dates,  was  reluctantly  made  from  the  intenor 
Copper  Miners  shipments  on  hand.  That  alluded  to  in  the  Boud.not  letter  quoted  contained  8. 
Cwt  24  Ihs.,  total  9r-0  Ihs.  or  about  388,334  planchets,  and  cost  i607 
$2958,  plus  the  expense  to  the  Mint  for  labor  to  clean  polish  an  remi 
earlier  Coltman  shipment,  similarly  processed  and  come  ov  to  ec  , 

extent  of  416,563  specimens,  contained  some  1807  spoiled  or  damaged  and  at  least  63, .08 
Hack  oncs-h-connLg  for  rhe  rarny  of  cho.ce  examples  of  most  1796-7  cents  except 

Nichols  Find  coins. 

The  Nichols  Find  apparently  comprised  a box  of  1000  cents  from  the 
of  69  437  ( 1 2/  13/97  ) Boulton  cents.  From  all  that  can  be  learned,  Benjamin  Goodhue 
allegedly  a member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  obtained  the  box  trom  s^ome  brand  o 
the  Bank  of  the  U.S.,  and  it  passed  through  his  daughters  into  the  Nicho  s y’ 

appearing  c.  1858'63  in  process  of  dispersal  to  collectors  at  everoncreasing  pticcs.  1 

^ , 11  iToA  R no  1797  S'P3  and  135  and  probably  a few 

sample  contained  many  examples  ot  1796  bT  W,  WV/  c 1 anu  i-  , r 

- , 1 j ^ noA  ^ 1 m 104  ru<ited  die*^  136'7.  At  least  two  examples  ol 

ol  the  related  varieties  1796  bH18,  104  rusted  uie.,  i-r  . ,707,5 

1798  SH5  4 are  known  on  similar  planchets,  and  sporadic  examples  ot  other  17  77  8 
coins  are  reported  of  the  same  fabric.  These  presumably  were  among  the  other  34560 
coined  early  in  1798  from  the  Boulton  shipment. 

Ordm-ury  M.n,  centum  was  for  d.cs  fur  any  grven  year  to  he  made  the 
replacements  being  engraved  as  needed.  Early  M.nt  pract.ee  was  to  onnt  la«  f-hU - 

( th.  clAtc  m ca'^e  the  dies  had  to  be  saved  till  a later  year;  this  explains  1798  dies  with 
l-l  I letters  (the  change  to  Style  II  took  place  on  1797  Ohv.  21, , 1800,/ 179-  ohve,ses. 
one  with  1797-8  Style  1 ha.r,  and  ISOl’s  w.th  l.rst  I pointed  as  in  1800,  hence  a so 
18'-0/181-  (N-1,  5)  an.ong  Late  Dates.  Tins  procedure  should  have  preve,rted  ' 

i tVs  That  they  occurred  at  all  test.hes  to  M.nt  chaos  of  1797-99,  part, cnlarly  each  lall 
and  w,nter  alter  the  annual  yellow  fever  ep.dennc.  The  Co, net's  Department,  w.th  heavy 
backlogs  of  0,-ders,  rarely  wasted  tune  wa.t.ng  lor  new  dies  to 

graved  and  hardened.  Sometimes  they  had  engravers  stamp  new^  dates  o e,  old  (..hove 
Lts  and  I797,'97  $Ts),  more  often  they  merely  snatched  up  whatever  old  dies  were  a 
hand  .n  even  hr.elly  usable  condition,  not  bothering  to  change  the  dates.  Thus  coins  o 
earlier  date  were  struck  alter  coins  of  later  date,  making  1797-1804  cent  ligures  ol  i 
value  in  determining  rarity.  Both  varieties  of  1799/8  were  struck  before  common  798  s 
NC-1  preceded  S-17J,  S-188  preceded  S-186  and  187.  This  is  why  we  rave  iimpe 
“l798'99/8”  figures  together  withimt  attempting  to  divide  them,  and  wc  ma  m no  conjec 
tures  about  how  many  predated  coins  were  included  in  the  1801-2-5  statistics 
demonstrated  that  the  1803  .stemle.ss  (S-243  1 preceded  S-241  and  242  ol  » 

,s  altogether  likelv  that  most  of  the  reported  1804  cent  coinage  was  d.ated  1803,  most 

of  these  having  large  fraction,  (S-192  to  197).  It  would  be  consistent  with  all 

to  assume  that  only  the  last  1804  delivery  (96,700  pieces,  Dec.  31,  was  ol  coins  dated  1804. 

Recent  evidence  enables  us  to  be  a little  more  delinite  about  how  many  1799  per- 
lect  date  cents  were  coined.  On  12/31/99  were  delivered  207,000  cents,  app.,rcntly 
from  the  Coltman  shipment  ol  40  Cwt  (4480  lbs.)  which  had  arrived 

4480  lbs  some  1021  lbs.  or  42,742  cent  planchets  were  exceptionally  rough  and  bl.ick.  1 he 
director' promptly  sent  two  ol  these  back  to  Coltman  w„h  two  Boulton  sample  planchets 
and  a stinging  rchuke;  but  the  black  Hans  were  of  necessity  coined  into  cents.  Taking  the 
‘Sheldon  emission  sequence  as  correct,  we  see  that  the  1799/8  and  the  last  twenty  varieties 
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t)I  1798  arc  all  dI  entirely  ditierent  fabric  from  the  I799's  (though  occasional  coins  are 
black  as  in  1796'7);  the  1799's  are  more  like  the  18()D’s  and  are  uniformly  on  black 
planchets.  usually  quite  rough,  crudely  executed  and  too  narrow  for  the  dies.  It  is  thus 
a safe  assumption  that  the  42,5  40  black  coins  were  precisely  the  1799  S- 1 89’s.  The  iiv 
ferior  and  very  soft  copper,  with  virtually  flat  borders  (insufficiently  upset),  accounts  for 
their  rarity  in  VF;  the  twenty  or  so  choice  ones  seem  to  have  been  those  lucky  enough 
to  he  fed  into  the  press  perfectly  centered  in  the  dies  so  that  both  LIBERT^'  and  date 
would  be  protected  by  at  least  a narrow  border,  or  else  were  struck  on  slightly  wider 
planchets.  The  named  features  suffice  usually  to  make  rejection  of  a questionable  1799 
possible  by  texture  alone.  Probably  the  copper  was  spoiled  by  salt  or  bilgewater,  possibly 
even  by  fire.  The  degree  of  scarcity  of  S' 189  is  consistent  with  the  assumption  that  -12,5  40 
were  struck,  if  (as  seems  likely)  a good  number  of  them  rapidly  became  illegible. 

The  presence  of  overdates  in  1807  is  explained  by  the  breakdown  of  the  cent  press 
in  April  1806  — the  two  other  obverses  prepared  for  that  year  could  not  be  used  then, 
the  next  coinage  being  of  30,00(')  cents  on  Jan.  20,  1807.  The  press  that  broke  down  was 
probably  the  one  which  had  been  originally  made  c.  1786  for  striking  New  Jersey  coppers 
at  the  Rahway  Mint,  then  in  1789'90  used  at  Elizabethtown  by  Matthias  Ogden  for 
overstriking  assorted  halfpence,  Connecticuts  and  Clintons,  etc.,  with  other  N.J.  cent 
dies,  then  sold  June  3,  1794,  to  the  Phila.  Mint  for  $47.44  by  Ogden's  widow.  The  other 
four  presses  were  all  of  later  vintage,  two  having  been  sent  in  1792  at  the  instance  of 
Droz  and  probably  from  his  employers  Boulton  Watt,  one  having  been  made  in  1792 
by  Adam  Eckfeldt,  and  the  last  one  purchased  March  25,  1795  from  Samuel  Howell,  Jr.. 
G?  Co.,  for  $134.07.  It  is  very  likely  that  many  cents  reported  for  1808  were  dated  1807, 
as  1807  S'276  is  one  of  the  commonest,  possibly  the  commonest,  of  all  the  Early  Cents, 
in  all  conditions  below  Ex.  Fine.  Probably  the  102,000  cents  struck  Jan.  7 to  March 
14,  1808,  were  S'276's,  and  the  1808'dated  coins  were  those  made  thereafter  (April  20 
to  Sept.  30);  this  assumption  is  consistent  with  the  relative  rarities  of  the  1807'8  and 
earlier  coins. 

A recent  discovery  was  an  overdate  of  1813.  Two  or  three  S'293's  in  Ex.  Eine  to 
Abt.  Unc.  (from  the  earliest  state  of  the  dies)  show  plain  traces  of  a 2 under  the  3; 
wear  on  the  die  or  on  the  coin  would  make  this  illegible.  To  understand  this  we  have  to 
consider  the  1810'!  3 emission  sequence.  Properly  the  latter  should  be  S'281,  285  (coarse 
denticles  like  281  and  none  following),  282'3'4,  287,  286,  291  (same  reverse  as  286), 
290  (similar  obverse),  288'289  (large  dates  as  in  1813  ),  293  (extremely  similar  reverse  to 
289,  and  overdate),  and  292.  A comparison  of  the  actual  coins  will  make  this  clearer 
than  v/ords  could. 

The  last  importation  of  Early  Cents  was  of  20  tons  from  Boulton  in  1812V'  and  its 
exhaustion  in  1814  explains  cent  non-coinage  in  1815.  If  the  Treasury  had  not  neglected 
to  issue  a warrant  to  pay  Mint  workmen  ($4000  requested  from  funds  already  appro' 
priated,  10/20/14),  there  would  have  been  no  cents  coined  in  1814  either.  Evidence  is 
in  the  postscript  of  Director  Patterson's  letter  of  March  14,  1-814,  to  Dr.  Adam  Seybert, 
Congressman,  frowning  on  current  proposals  to  reduce  cent  weight:  “On  an  intimation 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  States  (thro'  Tench  Coxe  Esq.  in  a letter  from  him  dated 
the  10th  of  November  last)  that  'he  judged  it  advisable  at  present  to  abstain  from  any 
further  distribution  of  the  copper  coins’ — none  have  since  that  time  been  issued  from  the 
Mint;  and  there  now  remain  in  our  vaults  copper  planchets  to  the  amount  of  about  3,500 
dollars.''  On  Dec.  2,  1814,  the  Director,  furious  at  the  Treasury's  negligence,  ordered  the 
Coiner  to  strike  the  remaining  copper  planchets  (3  57,830)  into  cents,  and  pay  the  Mint 
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workmen  otF  in  them;  which  explains  why  no  red  MS'70's  are  around  they  WTie  all 
spent  quickly  after  issue.  On  Dec.  9 he  again  and  more  forcibly  requested  the  Treasury 
to  do  Its  duty  by  the  Mint  workmen,  in  checks  or  sight  drafts  on  the  Bank  ot  the  U.S. 
il  not  cash.  Due  to  embargoes  during  the  Xk’ar  of  1812,  no  other  importations  of  cent 
planchets  could  be  made;  but  as  soon  as  hostilities  ceased,  the  Director  ordered  some 
25  tons  from  Boulton,  and  in  February  1816  cent  coinage  resumed  in  increased  quantities. 
Deliveries  to  banks  soon  lagged  far  behind  coinage.  In  April  1820  there  still  remained  in  the 
vaults  496,000  of  the  1819  coinage;  in  December  1820,  1,950,950  of  the  August  coinage, 
plus  the  1,584,050  executed  in  December;  the  August  1820  coinage  was  not  exhausted 
until  July  1822,  five  deliveries  later,  when  there  still  remained  1,457,600  of  the  Dec. 
1820  lot.  This  last  was  not  all  sent  out  until  the  end  (jf  1823,  when  there  still  remained 
225,100  of  the  1821  coinage;  etc.,  etc.  This  oversupply  explains  why  the  Mint  imported 
no  cent  planchets  between  1821  and  1824,  and  why  cent  coinage  was  small  in  1821  and 
missing  in  1823.  (The  1,225,000  delivered  in  1823,  per  Comptroller’s  reports  -miS' 
quoted  as  1 2,250  in  Dickeson  and  Doughty — apparently  included  1,061,100  dated  1820 
and  163,900  dated  1821.)  Accounts  of  coined  and  uncoined  copper  between  Coiner 
Eckfeldt  and  the  Mint  Treasurer  leave  no  alternative  to  the  conclusion  that  the  1823 
dated  coinage  was  all  made  in  1824  or  later,  except  for  a few  1823/22  proofs.  (Probably 
that  obverse  was  hastily  altered  from  1822  to  satisfy  a single  order  for  proofs,  then  laid 
aside  until  after  the  new  year,  along  with  the  perfect'date  die  which  had  been  made 
in  the  interim.)  No  explanation  appears  anywhere  for  Col.  j.  R.  Snowden’s  figure  of 
85  5,730  cents,  given  in  his  Mint  Manual.  I incline  to  think  he  fabricated  it.  My  own 
figure  of  68,061  represents  the  remainder  of  the  single  delivery  of  cents  following  the 
exhaustion  of  the  1822’s,  August  1825.  That  it  is  thoroughly  consistent  with  the  degree 
of  scarcity  of  1823  N-l  and  2 is  gratuitous  confirmation. 

Uncirculated  cents  of  1816-20  are  easily  found  by  date  collectors  owing  to  an 

immense  “find”  (the  Randall  Find)  in  Georgia  c.  1865.  After  some  traveling  around, 

these  kegs  (16,000  to  20,000  cents  each)  finally  landed  in  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  since 
the  purchaser  (a  grocer  named  Chapman)  could  not  make  his  public  accept  the  cents  at 
face,  he  sold  the  whole  lot  at  90c  the  hundred  to  John  Swan  Randall,  c.  1868-9.  The 
varieties  are,  in  a'cending  order  of  scarcity,  1818  NUO,  1820  N'13,  1817  N'14,  1816 
N'2,  and  probably  1819  N'9  and  8.  The  1818  and  1820  (large  date)  have  die  cracked 

through  all  stars  and  date;  the  1817  has  1 in  date  wholly  left  of  bust,  reverse  cracked 

through  TATES;  the  1816  has  curl  over  space  between  16,  and  right  rim  broken. 

All  cents,  1821-30,  are  rare  in  Mint  State.  Six  of  the  13  1822  varieties  are  rare  in 
any  condition,  and  none  are  really  common.  The  1823  perfect  date  is  scarcer  than  the 
overdate.  The  1824/22  doubtle-^s  immediately  followed  the  perfect  date;  one  of  its  two 
reverses  (N-5,  R'6)  is  the  same  die  with  the  1823.  Of  the  15  or  16  specimens  now 
known,  only  four  are  better  than  Good.  The  1825’s  come  fairly  often  in  Mint  State 
but  are  greatly  ocervalued.  VV.  E.  W’oodward,  before  1888,  claimed  that  there  were  some 
of  them  in  the  Randall  Find,  but  I have  no  confirmation  of  this.  The  <o'Called  1826/5 
is  N'8,  with  what  Newcomb  calls  die  crumbling  in  the  6,  but  it  seems  a convincing  over' 
date,  particularly  since  a knob  shows  faintly  at  lower  left  of  6 on  some  specimens,  and 
the  reverse  is  extremely  similar  to  two  1825  dies.  Of  the  various  major  “types”  of  1829 
to  1843  it  bias  not  been  possible  to  get  coinage  figures  broken  down,  as  Archives  ac- 
counts give  only  yearly  totals. 

Circa  1825'3  5,  before  the  Mint  could  obtain  Gobrccht  in  its  engraving  department, 
the  Director  had  him  make  all  the  punches  used  lor  coinage  dies,  according  to  his  letter 


The  I'.MTEi)  States  Minor  C()1NA(;es  179T1916 


to  the  President,  August  3,  1825:  ",  . . The  individual  whom  it  would  he  my  first  wish 
to  introduce  on  this  occasion  into  the  Mint,  as  assistant  Engraver,  is  M'',  Gohrecht,  a 
native  American  Artist  of  much  merit,  residing  in  ths  city.  A trial  was  made  of  his 
talent  for  the  execution  of  dies,  by  M*".  Patterson  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  M*". 
Scot  in  18  23,  gP  hetorc  the  appointment  of  Mr,  Kneass  the  present  Engraver,  and  his 
work  was  highly  approved.  We  resort  to  him  now  for  the  letter  stamps  of  the  inscriptions 
on  our  coins,  his  specimens  of  which  arc  not  surpassed  hy  any  known  at  the  .Mint.  He 
IS  at  present  engaged  in  modelling  the  Medallions  before  alluded  to  [two  new  Liberty 
heads  intended  for  use  on  U.S.  coins — Vv'B],  some  of  which  have  been  privately  seen 
hy  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Sully  6?  Professor  Patterson,  and  the  style  of  their 
execution  highly  commended  hy  those  gentlemen  . . The  President  refused  on  Sept.  9, 
and  on  reconsideration  approved,  Jan.  1 2,  1826,  on  condition  that  Congress  would  ap- 
propriatc  $600  for  Gohrecht's  annual  salary.  Unfortunately,  though  this  was  done,  Go' 
hiecht  refused,  as  he  was  then  making  several  times  that  amount  as  a banknote  engraver; 
he  WMS  finally  hired  in  1835  at  $1500  with  results  now  famous. 


Of  the  last  years  of  the  copper  cent  little  can  he  here  said  except  to  credit  Ridgway 
Library  (Phila.),  owner  of  the  Longacre  papers,  for  data  on  numbers  of  dies  used,  to 
mention  the  f85  5 “type”  with  12  stars  as  a late  state  of  NUO  (cf.  1808  8077),  and  to 
write  pnis  to  the  large  cent  story  with  the  issue  (and  hoarding)  of  3 3 3,456  in  lanuarv 
1857.  ' • ^ 


LARGE  CENTS.  QUANTITIES  SI  RUCK  BY  DATE  OR  YEAR. 

T.AHLE  2. 


Ddte 

Type,  Variety 

Coined 

Remarks 

1793 

Chain.  5 var. 

36103 

March  1'12.  208  gr.  By  Droz. 

W'reath.  1 1 var. 

63  3 53 

April  to  July.  By  Joseph  Wright. 

Liberty  Cap.  5 var.  11056 

Sept.  18.  Head  hub  by  Droz? 

1794 

Head  of  1 793.  4 v 
Scot  types.  48  var 

ar.  1 1000 
S06V)() 

Jan.  13,  1794.  Same  head  hub. 

Gardner  type.  7 var.  80000 

Dec.  16'24. 

Head  of  1795.  S'72  20021 

Dec.  30.  Hub  used  in  1795. 

1795 

Lettered  edge.  4 v 

ar.  37000 

Dec.  1,  1795.  Many  probably  melted. 

Plain  edge.  3 var. 

501 500 

12/28/95—3/31/96.  168  gr. 

1 796 

Liberty  Cap.  1 1 var. 

109825 

5;  12  to  6/8/96. 

Draped  Bust. 

363375 

10/12  to  11/24.  After  Gilbert  Stuart. 

1797 

828073 

Includes  many  dated  1796, 

Nichols  Find  var. 

69437 

1 2 6' 13/97. 

179809/ 8 

1841745 

Includes  many  dated  1797. 

1799 

Perfect  date  S' 189 

42540 

1800 

27  var.,  twelve  rare 

2822175 

1801 

1 5 var.,  seven  rare. 

1362837 

1802 

20  var. 

3435100 

Possibly  includes  some  ISOTs 

1803 

24  var. 

3131691 

Includes  many  dated  1802 

1804 

96500 

Dec.  31,  1804. 

1805 

3 var. 

941 116 

1806 

348000 

Possibly  some  dated  1805. 

1807 

6 var. 

829221 

1 808 
1809 

3 var. 

1007000 

222867 

By  Reich  after  E.  Lugio  Persico. 

1810 

5 \ar. 

1458500 

1811 

2 var. 

218025 

1812 

4 var. 

1075500 

1813 

Close.  Star.  S'293 

196000 

4C7  -6/14  13.  Includes  overdates. 

Di‘?tant  Star.  S' 292 

222000 

8/12'9/7/13. 

1814 

2 var. 

357830 

1815 

None  coined.  No 
in  the  Mint. 

planchets 
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LARGE  CENTS.  QUANTITIES  STRUCK  BY  DATE  OR  YEAR. 

TABLE  2.  (Corn’d.) 


Date 

Type,  Variety 

Coined 

1816 

Coronet  Head. 

9 var. 

2820982 

1817 

17  var. 

3948400 

1818 

1 0 var. 

3167000 

1819 

1 0 var. 

2671000 

1820 

1 5 var. 

4407550 

1821 

2 var. 

389000 

1822 

1 3 var.,  six  rare. 

2072339 

1823 

2 var. 

68061 

1824 

5 var. 

1193939 

182*) 

9 var. 

1461100 

1826 

8 var. 

1517425 

1827 

1 2 var.,  four  rare. 

2355732 

1828 

1 2 var.,  lour  rare. 

2260624 

1829 

9 var.,  five  rare. 

1414500 

1830 

1 1 var..  live  rare. 

1711500 

1831 

1 3 var.,  four  rare. 

3359260 

183  2 

3 var. 

2362000 

183  3 

6 var. 

2739000 

1834 

6 var.  (N'7,  Prf. 

only) 

1855100 

183') 

18  var.,  seven  rare. 

3878400 

1836 

7 var. 

21 1 1000 

1837 

1 7 var.,  live  rare. 

5558300 

1838 

1 4 var.,  eight 

scarce. 

6370200 

1839 

Five  types,  1 4 var. 

3128661 

1840 

Abt.  13  var. 

2462700 

1841 

7 var. 

1597367 

1842 

Abt.  9 var. 

2383390 

1843 

Abt.  1 7 var. 

2428320 

1844 

7 var.  ( B'8,  Prf, 

only ) 

2398752 

1845 

Abt.  20  var. 

3894804 

1846 

Abt.  25  var. 

4120800 

1847 

Over  45  var. 

6183669 

1848 

Over  3 5 var. 

6415799 

1849 

Over  25  var. 

4178500 

1850 

Over  25  var. 

4426844 

1851 

Over  3 5 var. 

9889707 

1852 

Newcomb; 

22  var.  ( ? ) 

5063094 

185  3 

Over  36  var. 

6641131 

1854 

Over  25  var. 

4236156 

1855 

1 2 var. 

1 574829 

1856 

Newcomb : 

20  var.  ( ?) 

2690463 

1857 

3 var.  for  circ. 

333456 

Reynar\s 

See  text  for  hoard  varieties. 

Demand  oversupplied  alter  February. 

No  var.  common.  “1796  of  Late  Dates" 
Struck  in  1824.  delivered  182''. 


Probably  many  dated  1831. 

N'7  IV  struck  at  N.O.  Mint,  1837. 


Small  Date  nijt  Mint  work. 

43  obvs.,  47  revs.  made. 

19  obvs.,  21  revs. 

37  obvs.,  43  revs. 

12  pairs  of  dies. 

19  pairs  of  dies. 

Jan.  1—31. 
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MINOR  COINS  A F 1'  E R 1857 

In  Its  dotage,  the  copper  cent  had  become  in  the  public  eye  (according  to  Director 
Snowden)  ‘Marge  and  unsightly”  as  well  as  costly  to  manufacture.  Since  in  185  D3  copper 
prices  were  so  high  that  the  Mint  lost  money  on  every  cent  it  coined,  many  experiments 
followed  in  search  of  something  to  replace  the  copper  cent  -something  less  bulky,  more 
aesthetically  satisfying,  affording  the  Mint  a reasonable  profit,  and  of  bullion  value  high 
enough  to  make  counterfeiting  unprofitable.  Billon,  several  sorts  of  German  silver, 
French  bronze  (almost  the  same  as  our  present  cent),  and  finally  several  different  nickel 
alloys  were  tried,  nickel  being  then  worth  $2  per  pound.  Snowden  in  1856  decided 
on  88''a  copper,  12%  nickel.  Before  dies  were  cut,  he  struck  some  fifty  trial  impres' 
sions  therein  from  half'cent  dies,  became  enthusiastic,  hurried  up  Longacre  in  the  en' 
graving  of  the  flying  eagle  dies,  and  finally  steamrollered  an  omnibus  bill  through  Con' 
gress  by  striking  at  least  612  of  the  small  cents  in  1856  and  giving  one  to  each  Senator 
and  Representative,  four  to  the  President,  some  200  to  the  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights  and  Measures,  and  others  to  various  Treasury  officials.  The  bill,  passed  beb. 
2 1,  1857,  abolished  the  old  cent  and  half'Cent,  and  authorized  millions  of  the  small  cents 
to  be  issued  in  exchange  for  them  and  for  the  henceforth  uncurrent  Spanish  and  Mexican 
silver  fractional  coins.  The  nickel  cents  rapidly  became  more  of  a nuisance  than  their 
predecessors. 

By  1863  nickel  prices  became  exorbitant;  American  nickel  sources  were  negligible, 
and  exchange  rates  during  the  war  made  gold  payments  to  European  sources  difficult  and 
unprofitable.  The  Mint's  nickel  stockpile  dwindled,  threatening  a complete  halt  in 
cent  production.  Gold  and  silver  coins  were  almost  unobtainable,  and  cents  (despite 
immense  coinages)  quickly  disappeared.  In  1863  came  fractional  currency,  which  was  no 
great  help,  and  a flood  of  "copperheads”  or  Civil  W'ar  tokens,  which  circulated  illegally 
by  the  millions.  The  Director  struck  many  bronze  cents  of  about  the  same  weight  as 
these  (48  grains)  and  used  them  to  persuade  Congress  to  authorize  their  issue  for  circu' 
lation  (to  evade  the  nickel  impasse)  in  the  full  knowledge  that  high  bullion  value  was 
not  what  made  cents  circulate  as  the  “copperheads”  proved  most  convincingly.  Con' 
gress,  April  22,  1864,  authorized  the  bronze  cent  and  2'ccnt  piece.  Later  1864  and  all 
1865-1909  issues  bear  Longacre’s  initial  L on  ribbon;  these  have  bust  point  much  sharper 
and  narrower  than  do  the  1859-63  coins,  and  the  1864L  in  proof  (in  any  metal)  is  the 
only  great  rarity  in  the  series,  despite  dealers’  claims.  The  2-cent  piece  was  wholly 
superfluous,  accepted  at  first  only  because  of  the  wartime  shortage  of  small  change,  and 
under  Act  of  March  1871  millions  of  them  were  melted  along  with  wtirn  copper  and 
bronze  cents  for  recoinage  into  new  cents — explaining  large  cent  mintages,  1873'76. 
1878fr.  (The  Director  stopped  bronze  coinage  in  February  1877  because  he  anticipated 
Congressional  approval  of  a projected  nickel  cent.)  No  Archives  data  are  known  on  the 
smalfimotto  1864  coin,  and  reason  exists  to  think  it  a pattern  which  (like  the  Gobrecht 
dollar  and  half'dollar  and  1856  small  cent)  got  into  circulation.  In  proof  it  is  exces- 
sively rare  (like  the  1S64L  cent),  coming  in  different  metals  and  also  with  the  pattern 
reverse  of  A'W'  403  of  1863,  having  CENTS  much  curved.  The  nickel  3'cent  piece,  os' 
tensibly  issued  to  retire  3'Cent  fractional  notes,  actually  pandered  to  Joseph  Wharton, 
owner  of  Lancaster  Gap  nickel  mines.  It  rapidly  became  unnecessary  after  the  large  issue 
of  5-ccnt  nickels,  most  of  which  (1866-81)  went  to  the  South  and  West  via  the  New 

Orleans  Mint  as  distribution  center.  Under  the  1871  act  millions  of  worn  3-cent  pieces 

were  recoined  into  5-cent  pieces,  mainly  1872'76  and  after  1889.  The  only  rarities  in 
the  3'Cent  series  are  1865  proof,  1883  to  '87  unc.;  in  the  5-cent  series,  1866  and  ’67-Rays 
proof.  (The  much  touted  1913  Libertv  head  is  not  an  official  issue;  the  5 or  6 specimens 
were  clandestinely  made.)  Of  the  1867-Rays  proof  probably  far  less  than  61  were  made, 
January  to  May.  The  profit  on  minor  proof  sets  in  this  period  was  $9.  Face  value  of  a 
minor  proof  set  is  1 U‘.  Knowledge  of  exact  Mint  price  on  minor  proof  sets  in  1867 
therefore  gives  the  exact  number  minted  of  these  containing  the  5-ccnt  coin  with  rays. 
( Ffowever.  this  docs  not  include  the  additional  small  number  included  with  the  complete 

proof  sets — probably  25.  as  this  was  the  number  of  gold  sets.)  If  minor  sets  sold  for 

36(‘  currency  each,  as  is  likely  then  the  profit  was  25h  per  set,  a.nd  $9  total  prifit  = 25o 
X 36  sets,  or  36  proof  nickels  with  rays,  plus  the  25  with  the  gold  sets,  total  a presumptive 
61  examples.  1 personally  doubt  that  as  many  as  61  were  made,  but  this  tentative  figure 
will  account  for  the  rarity  of  the  coin  in  proof. 
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The  tables  to  lollow  segregate  proofs  from  regular  business  strikes  for  circulation, 
exhibiting  some  surprising  situations  in  the  3'cent  nickels,  1883^87  inclusive.  The 
Italicized  proof  figures  for  1864'77  represent  the  number  of  complete  proof  sets  for  those 
years.  The  branch  mint  figures  are  omitted  as  they  are  readily  available  in  complete  and 
correct  form,  as  are  Philadelphia  Mint  figures  for  19  U'*!  3.  The  low  proof  coinages  for 
191  ^'16  characterize  minor  proofs  of  these  years  as  greatly  underrated  coins — possibly 
because  it  requires  close  observation  to  tell  them  from  ordinary  uncirculated  specimens. 


TWO-CENT  AND  THREE-CENT  COINAGES. 

TABLE  3. 


Date 

2(f  Uric. 

Proofs 

Unc. 

Proof: 

1864 

19847300 

186*? 

13640000 

300 

1 1382000 

? 

1866 

3177000 

723 

4801000 

723 

1867 

2938730 

623 

3913000 

623 

1868 

2803730 

600 

3232000 

600 

1869 

1346300 

600 

1 604000 

600 

1870 

861230 

1 000 

1333000 

J 000 

1871 

721230 

960 

604000 

960 

1872 

63000 

930 

862000 

930 

1873 

600 

1173000 

1 100 

1874 

790000 

700 

1873 

228000 

700 

1876 

162000 

1 1 30 

1877 

no 

1878 

2330 

1879 

38000 

3 200 

1880 

2 1 000 

3933 

1881 

1077000 

3373 

1882 

22200 

3100 

1883 

4000 

.6609 

1884 

1700 

3942 

1883 

1000 

3790 

1886 

4290 

1887 

3000 

2961 

1888 

36000 

4383 

1889 

18123 

3436 

SMALL 

CENT  AND 

NICKEL 

5-CENT  COINAGES. 

TABLE  4. 


Date 

Type,  Variety 

Unc. 

Proofs 

30  Unc. 

Proofs 

1836 

Originals 

c.  612 

? 

Restrikes 

c.  730 

1837 

17430000 

1838 

Many  var. 

24600000 

1839 

l.H. 

36400000 

1860 

Shield. 

20366000 

1861 

10100000 

1862 

28073000 

330 

1863 

49840000 

460 

1864 

C'N 

13740000 

? 

Brz.  Many  var. 

39233714 

? 

1863 

33429286 

300 

1866 

9826300 

723 

14742300 

? 

1867 

Rays. 

6970000 

c.  61 

No  Rays. 

9821000 

623 

23939300 

c.  364 

Date* 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1 890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1 900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1 909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 


600 

600 

1 000 

960 

950 

J 1 00 

700 

700 

1150 

510 

2350 

3 200 

3955 

3575 

3100 

5419 

6609 

2543 

3942 

3790 

4290 

2960 

4582 

3336 

2740 

2350 

2745 

2195 

2632 

2062 

1862 

1938 

1795 

2031 

2262 

1985 

2018 

1790 

1817 

2151 

1725 

1475 

1620 

4793 

2405 

173  3 

2145 

or  3 

1394 

1200 

1275 

1050 

950 
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SMALL  CENT  AND  NICKEL  5-CENT  COINAGES. 

TABLE  4.  (Cont’d.) 


Type,  Variety 

Unc. 

Proofs 

Unc. 

10266500 

600 

28817000 

All  kinds. 

6420000 

600 

16395000 

5275000 

} 000 

4806000 

3929500 

960 

561000 

4042500 

950 

6036000 

11676500 

1 1 00 

4550000 

14187500 

700 

3538000 

13528000 

700 

2097000 

7944000 

1 1 50 

2530000 

852500 

5 10 

5797500 

23  50 

16228000 

3 200 

25900 

38961000 

3955 

16000 

39208000 

3575 

68800 

38578000 

3100 

11473500 

Shield 

1451500 

N.C. 

45591500 

6609 

5472900 

CENTS 

16032440 

23257800 

3942 

1 1 270000 

11763594 

3790 

1472700 

Both  types 

17650000 

4290 

3324000 

45223520 

2960 

15260692 

37483750 

4582 

10715901 

48866025 

3336 

15878025 

57180114 

2740 

16256532 

47070000 

23  50 

16832000 

37647087 

2745 

11696997 

46640000 

2195 

13368000 

16749500 

2632 

5400500 

38341574 

2062 

9977822 

3905543 1 

1862 

8841058 

50464392 

1938 

20426797 

49821284 

1795 

12530292 

53598000 

2031 

26027000 

66821502 

2262 

27253733 

79609158 

1985 

26478228 

87374704 

2018 

31478561 

85092703 

1790 

28004935 

61326198 

1817 

21401 350 

80717111 

2151 

29825124 

96020535 

1725 

38612000 

108137143 

1475 

39213375 

32326367 

1625 

22684557 

l.H. 

14368475 

2175 

VDB 

27994580 

420 

Plain 

72700000 

2198 

11586733 

146798813 

2405 

30166948 

101176054 

173  3 

39557639 

68150915 

2145 

26234569 

Lib.  Head  (piece  dc  caprice) 

3 

Buffalo  — 1 

76529504 

2848 

30992125 

Buffalo — 11 

29856500 

75237067 

1365 

20664463 

29091170 

950 

20986620 

131832627 

1050 

63497466 
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The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  Series 

The  folioicing  are  all  6x9  heavy  paper  covers 

141  STRUCK  COPIES  OF  EARLY  AMERICAN  COINS.  By  Richard  D.  Kenney.  Illustrating 

and  describing  the  copies  executed  by  Wyatt,  Robinson,  Bolen  and  others,  with 
comparative  illustrations.  A wonderful  guide  for  the  collector  of  this  series.  Price  1.00 

142  THE  COINS  OF  GEORGE  THE  SIXTH.  A complete  specialized  list  of  all  the  coins 

struck  by  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  during  the  reign  of  George  VI. 
Superbly  illustrated.  Price  1.50 

143  THE  COINS  OF  PORTUGAL  AND  COLONIES  1901-1951.  A specialized  list  with  com- 

plete  mint  reports  fully  illustrated.  Price  1.00 

144  THE  1776  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  COINAGE;  VARIETIES  OF  THE  1787 

FUGIO  CENT,  with  six  full  page  plates.  By  Eric  P.  Newman.  Price  1.00 

145  THE  MODERN  COINAGE  OF  KUTCH.  By  William  L.  Clark.  Fully  illustrated  with  7 

full  page  plates.  Price  1.00 

146  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  TWENTIETH  CENTURY.  Supplement  to  the  Fourth 

Edition.  Additions  and  Corrections  1901'1950.  New  Issues  since  1951.  Fully  illus' 
trated.  Price  1.00 

147  NATIONAL  AND  FEDERAL  RESERVE  CURRENCY  1928-1950.  By  Robert  H. 

Lloyd.  Historical  and  Numismatic  Comment  together  with  Tables  listing  Series 
and  Plate  Varieties.  Price  1.00 

148 1 PROOF  COINS  STRUCK  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT,  1817-1921.  By  Walter 

149  j Breen.  Authoritative  information  on  rarity  and  die  varieties  of  early  proofs; 

historical  and  descriptive  notes  on  proofs  and  restrikes.  Price  2.00 

150  SO-CALLED  DOLLARS.  Exposition  and  Commemorative  Medals — Bryan  and  Lesher 

Dollars  — Miscellaneous  Monetary  and  Other  Issues.  By  Richard  D.  Kenney.  With  7 
full  page  plates.  Price  1.50 

151  MODERN  COINS  OF  BELGIUM  AND  BELGIAN  CONGO.  Fully  illustrated.  Price  1.00 

152  COINS  OF  THE  NETHERLANDS  AND  COLONIES  FROM  1890  TO  1953.  Fully 


illustrated.  Price  1.00 

153  EARLY  AMERICAN  MEDALISTS  AND  DIE-SINKERS.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War. 

By  Richard  D.  Kenney.  With  many  illustrations.  Price  1.50 

154  THE  UNITED  STATES  PATTERNS  OF  1792.  By  Walter  Breen  1.50 


155  THE  UNITED  STATES  MINOR  COINAGES  1793-1916.  By  Walter  Breen 


1.50 


